
Checkered rattlesnake orchid (Goodyera tesselata Loddiges) 

The species nam e of this orchid is taken from the Lat in tessera - a piece of m osaic paving

 

in reference to the ret iculat ion 
along the veining on the leaves. The checkered rat t lesnake orchid can be dist inguished from it s close relat ive, the lesser 
rattlesnake orchid by its larger size and a different pattern of makings on the leaves. 
The range of this orchid includes the ancient beach r idges of Lake Agassiz in the south-eastern port ion of the province and 
the Canadian Shield on the east side of Lake Winnipeg. Preferred habitat is m ature stands of Jackpine and coniferous 
forests, usually in dry sandy soil or in humus collected in hollows of the granite outcroppings.  

The stem s arise from a branching hor izontal rhizom e, with from 3 to 8 leaves form ing a roset te. The inflorescence is 
loosely spiraled or in a lax cylindrical raceme. This species is thought to be pollinated by bumblebees. 

I n appropr iate habitat the checkered rat t lesnake orchid can be locally abundant . Look for it in Jackpine stands of the 
Agassiz Provincial Forest and canoeists in July to ear ly August will encounter it along portage t rails of r iver system s in the 
Whiteshell and Nopiming Provincial Park. 


