
Lesser rattlesnake orchid (Goodyera repens (Linnaeus) R.Brown) 

I n Manitoba, two species of the genus Goodyera occur. Goodyera repens is sm aller than Goodyera tesselata and is m ore 
widely dist r ibuted, found from the south east in a wide band across the province to the north western border. This species 
is scattered throughout the Northern Hemisphere around the world.  

The genus is nam ed after a seventeenth century English botanist , John Goodyer. The species nam e repens

 

is taken from 
Lat in, m eaning creeping

 

which descr ibes the habit of the hor izontal rhizom e or underground stem . Each rhizom e 
term inates in a roset te of leaves. Because of this creeping rhizom e, the lesser rat t lesnake orchid can often form large 
colonies. The leaves are at t ract ively m arked with broad white veins resem bling the m arkings of a snake. This veining is 
variable, with plants in the northern part of the range having indist inct m arkings.Preferred habitat in the south is the m oist 
shaded areas of a black spruce and tam arck bog although further north it can be found in dry coniferous and m ixed wood 
forests. Expect to find this species blooming from late July to early August. 

I n pollinat ion, the flower init ially opens only sufficient ly to allow insects access to the st icky pollinia. Once the pollinia have 
been rem oved by a v isit ing insect , usually a long- tongued bee, the lip of the flower descends to allow the next bee to 
penetrate deeper and to contact the stigma. 


